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The Social Progress Index asks universally important questions 
about the success of our societies
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The Social Progress Index and the SDGs
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The 2021 Social Progress Index aggregates 53 social and 
environmental outcome indicators from 168 countries
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On average, the world is improving…
but progress is slow and uneven

2021: 65.052011: 60.42

Since 2011, the population-weighted world average 
score has improved by 4.63 points. 

147 countries (86% of those measured) have improved by one point or 
more. Four countries (2%) have declined. Of the 147 countries that improved, 
67 countries (40%) have improved by five or more points. 
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On average, the world is improving…
but progress is slow and uneven

Social Progress Index Score

World Social Progress 
Index Score: 65.05
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From 2011 to 2021 the world improved 
on 9 of 12 components
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Comparing national performance

By analyzing a country’s performance relative to its economic peers, we can 
uncover which countries are best at turning each dollar of income into better 
social outcomes.

We define a country’s economic peers as the 15 countries closest in GDP per 
capita PPP.

Malaysia’s peer countries include Chile, Croatia, Greece, Hungary, Kazakhstan, 
Latvia, Panama, Poland, Oman, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, Trinidad & Tobago, 
Turkey, and Uruguay. 
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Social Progress Index Spotlight: Malaysia

Change since 2011
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Since 2011, Malaysia has improved on 11 of 12 components
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Sustainability does not have to 
come at the cost of social progress
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The world exceeds sustainable levels of greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs)
Some countries achieve more sustainable social progress than others

Sustainable 
level of GHGs

Malaysia
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If all countries were as efficient as the best of their peers, the 
world would achieve sustainable level of GHGs

Sustainable 
level of GHGs

Malaysia
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The link between GHGs and development is weakening for 
countries with higher levels of social progress

Sustainable 
level of GHGs

Malaysia
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Our global network of more than 

70 partners delivers Social 
Progress Indexes at the national, 
regional and local levels. 
Revealing the true state of 
societies for more than 2.7 
billion people across 

45 countries. 

From Index to Action to Impact
Delivering local data and insight that is meaningful, 

relevant and actionable
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Health and Wellness

Geographic disaggregation 
Orange County, California
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Demographic disaggregation 

Youth Progress Index: South AfricaGlobal Youth Progress Index



Thank you
Contact

Michael Green, CEO
Social Progress Imperative
     mgreen@socialprogress.org
     www.socialprogress.org
     @socprogress


